MEMOIKS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE

now destined to become more and more intimate as

the families met almost daily.

Don Eugenio died in 1834, and his brother, Don,
Cipriano, inherited the property and titles of the
Monti jo house. But this veteran of the wars of the
Empire was not greatly influenced by the change of
fortune and he had no intention whatever of alter-
ing his simple and retired mode of life. Deeply im-
bued with liberal and thoroughly modern ideas, as
I have already said, he repudiated the customs of an
ancient caste and wished his daughters to receive
an education far superior to that which women of
society then possessed; he would have liked even to
see them brought up as though they were poor. '' Let
them be toughened by privation and sufferings,"
was Ms constant remark.

The character and ideas of the Empress' mother
were far different. She made no objections concern-
ing the nature of the instruction of her daughters,
being herself possessed of much culture and a wide
and varied range of knowledge. She was a woman
of marked energy, vitality and activity, with an ear-
nest desire to push forward, which neither old age
nor blindness could slacken, and she was anxious to
give a free rein to qualities which she felt might be
useful to her relatives as much as to herself.
Wherever she was, she always gathered around her
a body of superior men, whom she did not merely
seek to "bind to her chariot wheels," to "rivet to
her fate" as a literary friend has remarked. She
admired for their own sake those whom she had
chosen as friends. She was most useful to Merimee,
whom she had initiated, at the time of his first
journey to Spain, into the complex affairs of thatnment. He
